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ABOUT THE COVER
Ain Shams University Center of Adult Education (UEA UNESCO Chair partner university in Egypt) train
university students to become facilitators in the national literacy project for elderly people.
© Ain Shams University

UEA UNESCO Chair in Adult Literacy and Learning for Social
Transformation
The UNESCO Chair Programme in Adult Literacy and Learning for Social Transformation was
established at the University of East Anglia (UEA) in the UK in May 2016. The programme builds
directly on the expertise of the UEA Literacy and Development Group, which brings together
researchers from the School of Education and Lifelong Learning and the School of International
Development at the University of East Anglia. The programme at UEA is coordinated by Professor
Anna Robinson-Pant (Chairholder), Dr. Sheila Aikman, Dr. Catherine Jere, Professor Yann Lebeau, Dr.
Esther Priyadharshini, Professor Alan Rogers, Professor Nitya Rao and Dr. Harry Dyer.
This UEA UNESCO Chair aims to develop understanding about how adult learning - particularly for
women and young adults - can help address inequalities in the poorest communities of the world.
Through investigating how or why adult literacy might facilitate or respond to processes of social
transformation, including women's empowerment, the Chair sets out to strengthen the interaction
between formal, non-formal and informal learning in research, policy and programmes. This UEA
UNESCO Chair programme is an international partnership with university departments specialising in
adult literacy and community learning.

NEWS

International webinar co-hosted with UNESCO on 9 December: Family literacy and
indigenous and local learning

You are invited to our international webinar, co-hosted with UNESCO and UNESCO Institute
for Lifelong Learning on 9 December, 9:30 to 12:30 am (UK time). This webinar is part of
our UNESCO Chair UKRI-funded project on family literacy and indigenous learning – and our UNESCO
Chair partner university colleagues from Malawi, Ethiopia, Nepal and the Philippines will be
presenting on their research findings. The webinar will be an opportunity to share the latest
research, policies and practices related to family literacy, indigenous literacies, knowledges and
intergenerational learning practices. It targets policymakers, practitioners and researchers in the
field of adult literacy, early childhood care and education, and other sectors interested in the field of
family literacy and intergenerational learning. Do come along! Advance registration essential, see
here for more information.
Find more details in our research section.

To register: please click here

UEA UNESCO Chair and the Institute for Volunteering Research host webinar on 15
December
We are hosting a symposium to explore themes in the State of the World’s Volunteerism Report
2022: Building Equal and Inclusive Societies, to be launched by UNV (United Nations Volunteers) on 2
December 2021. The event will draw together academics, policy makers and practitioners to explore
how volunteerism can help build more equal and inclusive societies. The UEA UNESCO Chair and the
Institute for Volunteering Research has been commissioned to conduct case study research and
writing of the report over the past year, with researchers in our partner universities, the University
of Malawi and Kathmandu University. You are invited to attend the symposium on 15 December
2021, 10:30-11:30 (UK time). A discussion panel will be chaired by Professor Laura Bowater, UEA Pro
Vice Chancellor for Innovation and will include Philip Goodwin, Chief Executive Officer of Voluntary
Service Overseas, Helene Perold, Independent Consultant in South Africa with more panellists to be
confirmed. Further details are available here.

To register: please click here

Ain Shams University win prestigious international UNESCO literacy prize!

1 - Ain Shams University receives the 2021 UNESCO Confucius Prize for Literacy for promoting empowerment of learners in
rural areas. © Ain Shams University
From right to left:
Dr. Nazar Hassan, Officer in Charge of the UNESCO Regional Bureau for Sciences in the Arab States.
Dr. Tarek Shawky, Minister of Education and Technical Education.
Dr. Mahmoud El-Meteini Prsedent of Ain Shams University (ASU).
Dr. Ashour Al-Amry, Head of the General Authority for Adult Education.

On International Literacy Day, Ain Shams University (UEA UNESCO Chair partner in Egypt) was
awarded the UNESCO Confucius Prize for Literacy 2021 for its project ‘Ain Shams University
experience in organizing online literacy classes for rural areas in Egypt’. In the ceremony, they were
commended for their work with rural women and girls on digital skills. During the COVID-19 crisis,
there was an increased focus in the university on using technology for distance learning to
disseminate literacy lessons, including through TV, SMS, and online platforms. University students
were supported through online training to run adult literacy classes in their own communities. At the
International Literacy Day event, Dr. Mahmoud El-Meteini, President of Ain Shams University,

commented that ‘Experience has taught us that despite the difficulties and challenges of using
technology for adult distance learning, the opportunities are still encouraging’. Building on these
achievements, and with the exposure provided by the 2021 Literacy Prize, the team aims to expand
the process of teaching and learning for adults through encouraging the participation of all
university faculties.
Setting out its vision for the future, Ain Shams University (ASU) seeks ‘to employ technology in adult
literacy and digital literacy to empower residents in the poor villages cognitively, socially, and
economically through the participation of its students and all university working groups ’. The
university sees their mission as to ‘empower male and female learners in society and development,
especially in rural areas in the villages and hamlets of Egypt’. Congratulations to Ain Shams
University on this impressive achievement – and we look forward to hearing more about this project
from our colleagues at the Adult Literacy Education Centre over the coming years.

UNESCO Chair Annual Review 2021
The annual UNESCO Chair review group meeting with UNESCO representatives and partner
universities in Ethiopia, Malawi, the Philippines, Nepal, and Egypt took place on Thursday 8 July. The
core faculty team from UEA attended, along with representatives from the PhD community who
have helped with organising the webinars, this newsletter and representing the UNESCO Chair at key
events during the year. We welcomed three new external members to our review group, bringing
their rich expertise in literacy and adult learning: Dr. Cathy Kell (University of Cape Town, South
Africa), Professor Simon McGrath (UNESCO Chair in International Education and Development,
University of Nottingham) and Ms. Malini Ghose (founder member of the pioneering literacy
NGO Nirantar in India). As in previous years, we were delighted to have such strong support and
participation from UNESCO at this meeting. The UK National Commission for UNESCO was
represented by Mr. James Bridge, Chief Executive; Ms. Andrea Mayne, Head of Finance and
Accreditation and Professor Anne Anderson, Non-Executive Director for Higher Education. Ms. Mari
Yasunaga represented the Section of Youth, Literacy and Skills Development, UNESCO Headquarters,
Paris and Dr. Rakhat Zholdoshalieva, Ms. Chung Dolma and Ms. Sofia Chatzigianni represented the
UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL), Hamburg.
Colleagues from the UK National Commission for UNESCO, UNESCO HQ Paris and the UNESCO
Institute for Lifelong Learning, Hamburg, were extremely positive about the Chair’s activities,
commenting that we provided a model for UNESCO on how to facilitate collaborative partnership
with institutions in the Global South. James Bridge, Chief Executive of UNESCO UK National

Commission, said that the UEA UNESCO Chair reports on activities over the past year ‘energised us
all’ and that ‘uniquely you are working throughout the world, not just in the Global North’. He
emphasised that UNESCO colleagues are strongly committed to supporting our work and helping us
to use the UNESCO name to disseminate our ‘excellent practice’ even more widely.

New UNESCO Chair review group members
We are delighted to welcome three new members – but longstanding friends and colleagues – to the
UEA UNESCO Chair review group. We look forward to their insights into how to enhance our
programme and future collaboration.

Cathy Kell is an Associate Professor of Language and Literacy Education, specialising in literacy
studies at the University of Cape Town in South Africa. Cathy’s experience in researching literacy as
everyday social practice through a linguistic anthropological lens and her work on teaching, research
and development projects in South Africa and New Zealand connects closely with the UEA UNESCO
Chair’s focus. She will be presenting on the panel at our forthcoming international webinar co hosted with UNESCO on family literacy and indigenous learning. Cathy has a long involvement with
the UEA Literacy and Development Group, having presented at our first conference in 2003, ‘Making
Literacy Count’.

Malini Ghose has worked in the fields of literacy, education and women’s rights for over 30 years, in
various capacities – as a grassroots practitioner, trainer, curriculum developer, researcher and
advocate. She is a founder-member of Nirantar, a resource centre for gender and education in New
Delhi, India, and our family literacy project is drawing on their ethnographic training approaches and
materials. She is currently a PhD scholar in Social Sciences at the Centre for Modern Indian Studies at
the University of Göttingen, Germany. Malini was a keynote speaker at our 2020 Brian Street
Memorial Event, co-hosted with BALID, was a facilitator of our online ‘Bridging the gap’ (between
literacy research and policy) forum in 2015 and also presented at our 2003 conference!
Simon McGrath is the UNESCO Chair in International Education and Development in the Centre for
International Education Research and a Visiting Professor linked to the Deputy Vice-Chancellor:
Engagement and Transformation at Nelson Mandela University, South Africa – and he is about to
take up a new post in the Centre for Research & Development in Adult and Lifelong Learning
(CR&DALL) at the University of Glasgow. His research on theories of vocational education and
training for sustainable human development connects closely with the UEA UNESCO Chair’s work on
literacy and adult learning across sectors and we look forward to exploring potential col laboration in
the area of literacy, agriculture and rural skills. Simon has had a long involvement with the UEA
Literacy and Development Group, particularly through our BAICE Thematic Forum series in 2015 and
our subsequent joint publication: Sheila Aikman, Anna Robinson-Pant, Simon McGrath, Catherine
M. Jere, Ian Cheffy, Spyros Themelis & Alan Rogers (2016) Challenging deficit discourses in
international education and development, Compare: A Journal of Comparative and International
Education, 46:2, 314-334, DOI: 10.1080/03057925.2016.1134954.

2 - © Simon McGrath

Welcome to new UEA UNESCO Chair team member!
We offer a warm welcome to Dr. Harry Dyer who has joined our UNESCO Chair group at UEA,
contributing his considerable expertise in online learning and research and the potential to take
forward activities connected with UNESCO’s current focus on digital literacies and online adult
learning. Based in the UEA School of Education and Lifelong Learning, Harry is co-supervising the
new UNESCO Chair scholar’s (Abigail Martinez Renteria) PhD study on Education for Sustainable
Development and adult online learning with Professor Anna Robinson-Pant. More information about
Harry’s research can be found here. His current work explores the possibilities and limitations of
digital methodologies in research, the overlaps between technology, culture, and education, and he
is particularly interested in post-humanist methodologies and theories.

3 - © Harry Dyer

Graduation at the Adult Education and Community Development Department,
Bahir Dar University
The Adult Education and Community Development Department at Bahir Dar University continues to
make a strong contribution nationally and regionally to capacity bui lding and university education in
the area of adult literacy and lifelong learning, with a total of 90 students graduating in 2021. Out of
these, 8 students (1 female and 7 males) graduated with an MA in Adult Education and Community
Development. The remaining 82 students graduated with a BA degree. Out of these, 42 (26 females
and 16 males) students graduated in the regular programme (3 years long), and 40 students (9
females and 31 males) in the summer programme (5 years long). Due to the disruption of the
academic calendar by the COVID-19 pandemic, the 90 students graduated at different times over the
past year.

4 - Graduation poster from BDU. © Bahir Dar University

Leverhulme Trust Early Career Fellowship Award
Former UEA UNESCO Chair PhD scholar, Dr. Chris Millora, has been awarded a highly
competitive Leverhulme Trust Early Career fellowship to conduct research on, ‘Literacies of dissent:
learning, youth activism and social change’ (starting January 2022). The fellowship will be under UEA
UNESCO Chair (Prof. Anna Robinson-Pant will be the academic mentor) and is part-funded by the
UEA Social Sciences Faculty. Since the establishment of the UEA UNESCO Chair, a major aim has
been to develop opportunities to support postdoctoral studies in the area of adult literacy and
learning – and this is an important step forward. We look forward to hearing more about Chris’
exciting postdoctoral project and continuing to work with him over the next three years!

Congratulations to Dr. Rafat Nabi!
Dr. Rafat Nabi, Academic Associate with the UEA UNESCO Chair based in Pakistan, received the Role
Model award on International Teacher’s Day (5 October 2021). When based at UEA as a visiting
academic, Rafat worked with Alan Rogers and Brian Street, resulting in the publication of the book
(2009) Hidden Literacies: ethnographic studies of literacy and numeracy practices. Rafat is currently
conducting field research on nonformal education from a learner’s perspective in Pakistan, and we
look forward to sharing her findings later next year.

5 - Dr. Rafat Nabi receiving the Role Model award on International Teacher’s Day

© Rafat Nabi

Malawi team organise writing retreat
The Malawi UEA UNESCO Chair research team was at Liwonde, Machinga for a five-day newsletter
article writing retreat (from 15 to 19 November 2021). The aims of the retreat were to draft a poster
presentation for dissemination and to produce a pool of articles which was edited and organised
into a special issue of a country-based Family Literacy project newsletter. The newsletter has a dual
focus. On the one hand, it aims at disseminating the findings of the research component and on the
other hand, it focuses on publicising all the activities accomplished under the whole GRTA Family
Literacy project in Malawi. Among other things, the newsletter covers the research team’s fieldwork
experiences, research lessons from the research project, the shooting and production of a film
documentary, TV interviews, and an MA students’ workshop. On lessons from the research project,
the team’s focus is on stories focusing on selected participants’ sources of livelihoods.

The team also highlight the drafting of an adult literacy facilitators’ training manual based on the
family literacy project and findings held from 22 to 27 November 2021. This retreat included the
researchers, literacy experts from the National Centre for Literacy and Adult Education
(Government), Community Development Assistants (Government), and Trainers from the Reflect
Forum of Malawi (NGO).

Kathmandu University co-hosts CESA Biennial Conference in September 2021
The 12th Biennial Conference of Comparative Education Society of Asia (CESA) took place at
Kathmandu University from 25 to 26 September 2021. The event jointly organised by Kathmandu
University and the Comparative Education Society of Nepal (CESON), with the theme ‘Valuing
Diversity in Education: Formal and Informal Learning across Cultures’, was inaugurated by
Professor Bhola Thapa, Vice-Chancellor of Kathmandu University. Inaugurating the conference,
Professor Thapa emphasised that borrowed knowledge and education may not fit well in the local
context so learning should be localised and contextualised. He further remarked that
enhancing the quality of higher education means improving the quality of education at the lower
levels. Professor Liu Baucun, Chair of CESA, urged the participants to commit to transforming
education through education and urged all not to rely on formal education alone. He focused on
diversity in education and informal ways of learning. Professor Tanka Nath Sharma, the CESON
chair, advised the participants to share research-based practices to address the learning needs of
diverse cultures and focus on prioritising such education that transforms an individual and society to
a great extent.

6 - The 12th Biennial Conference of Comparative Education Society of Asia (CESA).
© Kathmandu University

Dr. Suresh Gautam presents at UNESCO Discussion on Education for Sustainable
Development

You can watch a recording here

7 - Dr. Suresh's presentation on UNESCO roundtable discussion.
© UNESCO

Dr. Suresh Gautam from Kathmandu University was invited to be a panellist of the roundtable
discussion on the futures of sustainability and the futures of education that UNESCO organised in the

framework of the World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development and the Futures of
Education initiative. The event was organised online on 17 May 2021, starting from the standpoint
that our planet and its inhabitants are under increasing pressure due to human-induced climate
change, limited and recklessly exploited resources, rising temperatures and sea levels, pollution and
shrinking biodiversity. Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is important to empower
people to have the knowledge, skills, values and attitudes to meet these crises and other sustainable
development challenges. A background paper commissioned by UNESCO for the Futures for
Education Initiative was written by Suresh and co-author Sharmila Shyangtan, entitled 'From
suffering to surviving, surviving to living education for harmony wi th nature and humanity'. This was
commissioned as background information to assist in drafting the Futures of Education report
which was published in 2021 - Reimagining our futures together: a new social contract for
education. The webinar also included discussions about ESD with other university professors, from
Canada and USA.
More information:
Webinar Link: https://youtu.be/If7uN-AsmPo
The full paper can be accessed here: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000374086
The full report can be accessed here: Reimagining our futures together: a new social contract for
education: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379707

Symon Chiziwa and Gina Lontoc participate in the USAID forum to address issues
on youth voice in agri-food systems
On 27 July, UNESCO Chair family literacy team members Dr. Gina Lontoc (University of Santo Tomas)
and Dr. Symon Chiziwa (University of Malawi) presented at the panel forum hosted by the USAID
(U.S. Agency for International Development) Resilience for Food Security in Agri -food Systems
Learning Activity. This webinar set out to share innovative methods of ensuring youth voice and
participation in policy, advocacy, and governance in the field of agriculture. The other members of
the panel included Dr. Pat Dolan, Youth Voice Expert from the National University of Ireland, Dr. Sue
Vize of the UNESCO Regional Adviser for Social and Human Sciences in Asia and the Pacific, Dr. Kaila
Thorn, Youth Researcher Expert from Pennsylvania State University and Ms. Lilian Chiu, youth
researcher from Canada.
The final set of presentations was given by Dr. Chiziwa and Dr. Lontoc and shared the highlights of
the family literacy projects under the UEA UNESCO Chair, with particular focus on empowerment of
young people and their communities through their engagement in economic activities. In Malawi,
Dr. Chiziwa shared the intergenerational transfer of knowledge wherein parents and children work
together in carrying tasks pertaining to rice farming, fishing, wood carving, mushroom production,
beekeeping, and mat making. He emphasised the importance of passing on indigenous knowledge
through its utilisation in livelihoods. He also suggested that to preserve indigenous knowledge, this
needs to be integrated in the formal school curriculum.
Lastly, Dr. Lontoc talked about intergenerational learning in the context community-based
livelihoods through organic farming. She discussed how out-of-school youth helped in cascading
organic farming projects in the community through their collaboration with the People’s
Organization. She pointed out the crucial role of young people in the integration of information and
communication technology in farming practices. She expressed that initiatives like these could
encourage the youth to engage in agriculture and intergenerational learning and to contribute to the
creation of more sustainable food systems and sustainable futures.

The session was moderated by Dr. Mark Brennan, Professor from Pennsylvania State University and
the UNESCO Chair in Community, Leadership, and Youth Development. We hope that this event will
lead to further collaboration between our two UNESCO Chair programmes.

8 - Dr. Gina Lontoc and and Dr. Symon Chiziwa during the the USAID panel forum

© Gina Lontoc

New book by Esther Priyadharshini has just been published!

9 - Peda gogies for the Post-Anthropocene: Lessons from Apocalypse, Revolution & Utopia book cover

Dr. Esther Priyadharshini’s monograph, Pedagogies for the Post-Anthropocene: Lessons from
Apocalypse, Revolution & Utopia
has been published by Springer Press, as part of their series on 'Cultural Studies and
Transdisciplinarity in Education'.
Ebook link: https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-16-5788-7.

This book draws on posthumanist critique and post qualitative approaches to research to examine
the pedagogies offered by imaginaries of the future. Starting with the question of how education can
be a process for imagining and desiring better futures that can shorten the Anthropocene, it speaks
to concerns that are relevant to the fields of education, youth, and futures studies. This book
explores lessons from the imaginaries of apocalypse, revolution, and utopia, drawing on research
from youth(ful) perspectives in a context when the narrative of ‘youth despair’ about the future is
becoming persistent. It investigates how the imaginary of 'Apocalypse' acts as a frame of
intelligibility, a way of making sense of the monstrosities of the present and also instigates desires to
act in different ways. Studying the School Climate Strikes of 2019 as 'Revolution' moves us away
from the teleologies of capitalist consumption and endless growth to newer aesthetics. The strikes
function as a public pedagogy that creates new publics that include life beyond the human. Finally,
the book explores how the Utopias of Afrofuturist fiction provides us with a kind of 'investable'
utopia because the starting point is in racial, economic and ecological injustice. If the Apocalypse

teaches us to recognize what needs to go, and Revolution accepts that living with ‘less than’ is
necessary, then this kind of Utopia shows us how becoming ‘more than’ human may be the future.

Keynote speech at the Cape Verde celebration of International Teacher's Day
Dr. Ulrike Hanemann was invited by the Cape Verde Ministry of Education as a keynote sp eaker to
address the Cape Verde celebration of the International Teacher's Day event (on 5th October) in her
role as Research Associate of the UEA UNESCO Chair. In response to the request to speak about the
teacher's role in adapting to the 'new normal', she referred to Paulo Freire's interview ‘Reading the
World and Reading the Word’. In this interview, Freire emphasised the importance of teachers as
learners, of being opened to change by critically reading the reality to transform it. Such process,
where teachers-learners are building a 'new normal', is crucial to face current challenges.

Professor Sushan Acharya gives annual lecture at British-Nepal Academic Council
Professor Sushan Acharya (Tribhuvan University, Nepal) has been invited to give the 19th. Annual
Lecture 2021 at the Britain-Nepal Academic Council. Her lecture is entitled: 'We didn’t get to study
so we learned to weave': Women, indigenous learning and functional literacy in Nepal, and will draw
on ethnographic findings from the UNESCO Chair/Nepal GRTA family literacy and indigenous
learning study. The Britain-Nepal Academic Council was established around twenty years ago at a
large meeting at the School of Oriental and African Studies in London of British academics and
researchers interested in various aspects of Nepal. The objective of the Council is to promote
academic and scholarly links between Britain and Nepal through collaborative research, exchange
programmes and organisation of annual lectures, and seminars.
The event will be held on Thursday 9 December (online), from 13:00 – 15:00 UK time and is open to
all. Here are the details: https://www.bnac.ac.uk/activities/19th-al-2021-sushan-acharya/

10 - Poster for Professor Sushan Acharya's annual lecture.
© British-Nepal Academic Council

Training on gender-responsive pedagogy at Bahir Dar University
UEA UNESCO Chair team Coordinator at Bahir Dar University (BDU), Turuwark Zalalam Warkineh and
member Tizita Lemma Melka along with another faculty member, developed training materials and
provided Gender Responsive Pedagogy training for college of teacher education teachers in Amhara
Region from 2 to 5 November 2021. The training was organised, funded and provided within the
framework of the BDU-NORHED Mega Project. The project is in its second phase and is being
undertaken by Bahir Dar University (Ethiopia), Juba University (South Sudan), and the Norwegian
University of Science and Technology (NTNU, Norway). The PI of this project at BDU, Dr. Dawit Asrat
Getahun, had earlier taken part in the UNESCO Chair journal editors’ symposium at Ain Shams
University, Cairo in December 2017, which was funded by BAICE. He recently published an article
about the geopolitics of academic publishing related to the symposium: Getahun, D. A., Hammad, W.
and Robinson-Pant, A. (2021) ‘Academic writing for publication: Putting the ‘international’ into
context’, Research in Comparative and International Education. doi: 10.1177/17454999211009346.
More information about the BDU-NORHED Project can be found at: www.bdu.edu.et/norhed

11 - Training on Gender-Responsive Pedagogy. © Bahir Dar University

Ethiopia team in AROCSA 21 Conference
UEA UNESCO Chair team member at BDU, Abiy Menkir Gizaw, took part in the AROCSA 21
Conference as an expert panellist on the topic: ‘Facilitators' Attitudes and Engagement in Advocacy
towards Inclusion of Adults with Disabilities in Integrated Functional Adult Literacy Program in
Gedeo Zone, Ethiopia’. The Association for Research on Civil Society in Africa (AROCSA) is a
membership-based organisation that seeks to create a platform for meaningful engagement of civil
society stakeholders, with the goal of knowledge generation on, and dissemination to civil society by
African scholars and practitioners, reflecting global excellence standards and propelling
development on the continent (see https://arocsa.org/). Every year since it was founded in 2015
(except for 2020 due to COVID), AROCSA has hosted an annual conference which is a gathering of
civil society scholars and practitioners from all across Africa and the diaspora for networking,
learning, and skills-building purposes. This year, the conference was held on 29 July virtually and
included two parallel breakout sessions focused around ten research topics generated by AROCSA
PhD Grantees.

12 - © Bahir Dar University

BDU-UEA UNESCO Chair social media launched
The UEA UNESCO Chair in Adult Literacy and Learning for Social Transformation at Bahir Dar
University has launched several social media outlets. The twitter account
(@Bdu_UNESCOChair) and Facebook page has 161 likes and 173 followers. A child-website on the
main Bahir Dar University website is nearly completed, with a particular focus on the GRTA family
literacy research outputs.

EVENTS

Public seminar series at UEA on Education and Development 2021-22: Learning,
social movements, and collective action
All over the world, social movements have played a significant role in the continued struggle for
peace and social justice. New spaces for grassroots spaces are emerging and activists make use of
and develop new ‘tools’ and channels for voicing out dissent. This year’s UEA public seminar series
aims to explore the links between learning and social movements in diverse areas such as education,
health, migration, and youth participation. Presentations explore what activists learn in/through
social movements and the role of knowledge, literacy, and identities pl ay in
activism, volunteering, and protests. The series seeks to stimulate a lively debate on what the
learning dimension of social movements could mean for the ongoing fight towards shifting social
positions, power relationships and social transformation. These public seminars are free, and all are
welcome to attend.

We had our first seminar of this academic year on 28 October 2021, delivered by Tao Chen,
researcher at the National Tsing Hua University and Dr. Spyros Themelis, UEA School of Education
and Lifelong Learning.
Full paper can be found here: Themelis, S. and Hsu, T-C. (2020) Democratizing politics and politicizing
education: critical pedagogy for active citizenship in the Taiwanese Sunflower Movement. Education,
Citizenship and Social Justice.

13 - Spyros Themelis and Tao Chen presenting at the hybrid seminar.
© Helene Binesse

Social justice in the head? Youth activism and critical citizenship in the Taiwanese Sunflower
movement

14 - After-seminar lunch at UEA. © Anuprita Shukla

Upcoming seminars:
Thursday 19 January 2022, 3:30pm GMT (hybrid)

Volunteering, learning and power: the experiences of young refugees in Uganda. This hybrid
seminar will be given by Matt Baillie Smith, Professor of International Development, Centre for
International Development, Northumbria University.

Monday 28 February 2022, 12:00 pm GMT (online)
Learning and social movements: global perspectives from youth activists. In this roundtable
discussion, youth and student activists from various parts of the world will reflect on their
experiences on the learning dimensions of social movements. The panellists are; Shiyam Gaylon,
Syrian and Antiwar Activist and member of the leadership team of Radical Communications Network,
Hector Ulloa, Honduran Human Rights Activist and President, Norwegian Students' and Academics'
International Assistance Fund, and Sugreeya Wannayuwat, Thai student activist and co-founder of
Free Gender Movement.

100 Years of Paulo Freire: Emancipation and Humanization projects in Popular
Movements and Educational Experiences

15 - Webinar on the Emancipation and Humanization projects in Popular Movements and Educational Experiences. ©
PROEC Unifesp

This year marks the centenary of the birth of one of the greatest thinkers in education: Paulo Freire.
Paulo Freire's work has globally influenced people working in education, community development,
community health and many other fields. On 11 November 2021, Dr. Spyros Themelis, Associate
Professor in Education at UEA, joined the 100 years of Paulo Freire online event which organised by
CLAREC (Cambridge Latin American Research in Education Collective), University of Cambridge, and
supported by UEA UNESCO Chair and the School of Education and Lifelong Learning. This was a
partnership between UEA, MST and Unifesp and the UEA UNESCO Chair was requested to provide a
statement for the launch event, highlighting our connections with Freire.
As a part of the two-week series of events (from 1 to 12 November), Spyros had a conversation
about the process of humanisation in education in the light of the decolonial
thought with Dr. Mariangela Graciano (Federal University of São Paulo/ Unifesp) and Maria de Jesus
dos Santos Gomes (The Landless Workers Movement/MST). The aim of this Freirean dialogue was to
have a two-way street – reflection and action: on the one hand, active participation of the

audiences; on the other hand, interaction between the panellists and audience based on knowledge
produced in popular movements and academia. As Freire (1987, p.46) points out, ‘in such a
necessary encounter there are no ignorant absolute, nor wise absolute; there are men and women
who, in communion, seek to know more.’
Freire, P. (1987) Pedagogia do oprimido. 17 ed. Rio de Janeiro: Paz e Terra.
You can listen to the recording here: EMANCIPATION and HUMANIZATION PROJECT: EDUCATIONAL
EXPERIENCES OF POPULAR MOVEMENTS

LDG-UNESCO Chair members facilitate a summer school for early career
researchers in Africa
A GCRF-funded (Global Challenges Research Fund) research project led by Professors Yann Lebeau
and Patricio Langa of the University of East Anglia, Norwich, and Eduardo Mondlane University,
Mozambique, respectively, organised a 4-day summer school in Maputo, Mozambique. The aim
was to bridge the communicating and disseminating skills gap among PhD and early career
researchers (ECRs) in Africa. The summer school, which took place from 2 to 5 July 2021, was
delivered in a hybrid format, with local participants in Mozambique provinces attending in p erson
and participants from other countries participating remotely. Dr. Anna Magyar and Professor Anna
Robinson-Pant led three workshops at the summer school, introducing participants to activities
based on an academic literacies approach and intended to support them to write and publish crossborder research. Professors from Mozambique, South Africa, Germany, and the United Kingdom
attended the summer school to discuss the positions and contributions of African researchers and
research to global and local knowledge production. Dr. Harry Dyer moderated a panel discussion in
which ECRs discussed how to use the digital space for research collaboration and publishing. Abass
Isiaka, who assisted in the delivery of the summer school, joined some panellists from Ghana and
South Africa to discuss how ECRs could leverage the internet for international networking and
funding opportunities. The summer school received positive feedback and suggestions for
future events, culminating in around 45 participants presenting their research papers.

RESEARCH

UNV State of the World’s Volunteerism Report 2022 has just been launched
The UEA UNESCO Chair commissioned UNV State of the World’s Volunteerism (SWVR)
2022 Building Equal and Inclusive Societies has been launched in 2 December in line with
International Volunteers Day celebrations. The full report as well as other resources are accessible at
the following link: https://swvr2022.unv.org/
SWVR is the flagship policy publication of UNV, published every three years. Since February this year,
the team has been working on developing case studies on volunteer-state relationships from
organisations and groups in South Asia, Small Island Developing States, Latin America and the
Caribbean, West and Central Africa and Commonwealth of Independent States. The team is
composed of UNESCO Chair colleagues in UEA (Professor Anna Robinson-Pant, Dr. Chris Millora
and Dr. Catherine Jere), the Institute for Volunteer Research (Dr. Jurgen Grotz), the University of
Malawi Center for Social Research (led by Dr. Chrissie Kantukule and Elita Chadimba), Kathmandu
University School of Education (KUSOED) (led by Professor Mahesh Nath Parajuli, Dr. Suresh Gautam
and Lasata Joshi) and researchers Dr. Tania Haddad (American University of Beirut) and Diego da
Silva Rodrigues (independent researcher in Brazil). The team is currently involved in a range of
exciting dissemination activities in line with the launch. UNESCO Chair and IVR are hosting a
symposium on December 15 to mark the launch and colleagues at KUSOED will be facilitating
national and and community launches as well. The team will also be co-moderating an online
discussion hosted in the UNV Knowledge Portal reflecting on the policy implications of the report.
More information could be checked here.

Global Launch of the 2021/2 Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report non-state
actors in education: Who chooses, who loses?
Earlier this year, a team from LDG/UNESCO Chair were commissioned by UNESCO to write a
background paper on non-state actors in adult literacy. Naeim Maleki, Helene Binesse, Chris Millora
and Qingru Wang researched and wrote up case studies on Afghanistan, Senegal, the Philippines and
China for a report coordinated by Anna Robinson-Pant, with Alan Rogers and Catherine Jere (DEV) as
critical friends. This was an exciting opportunity for our group to make adult literacy more visible
within this influential report, which is more focused on formal education and schooling.
UNESCO Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report Team is excited to announce that the 2021/2
GEM Report on Non-state actors will launch on 10 December, 2021, with a global event taking place
at the RewirEd Summit on Sunday, 12 December. Entitled ‘Who chooses, who loses?’ the 2021/2
GEM Report provides a balanced and informed global take on the theme of non-state actors in
education; it concludes with evidence-based recommendations that will enhance good practices in
policies, laws and regulations and which guarantee that engagement with non-state actors does not
jeopardize equity and quality goals in education.
Background papers that have contributed to informing its analysis will be published on the GEM
Report website on the same day – and our team’s papers will be available on this link from 12
December.
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New research report on the impact of COVID-19 on Adult Learning and Education
programmes launched!
For the past year, UEA UNESCO Chair have been involved in a scoping research project exploring the
impact of the pandemic in Adult Learning and Education (ALE) programmes in contrasting contexts
of Afghanistan, the Philippines and the UK – the synthesis report is now live in the BALID website.
The project is funded by the British Association for International and Comparative Education (BAICE)
and led by the BALID (British Association for Literacy and Development) alongwith BALID members
ANAFAE (Afghan National Association for Adult Education) in Afghanistan and Transformare in the
Philippines. Members of the UEA UNESCO Chair have played key roles in the project, Dr. Chris
Millora (also BALID Chair) is research coordinator, Dr. Gina Lontoc (UST) led research in the

Philippines and Naeim Maleki in Afghanistan. Professor Anna Robinson-Pant and Professor Alan
Rogers are critical friends to the project.

Time, space, belonging and mental health: Participatory explorations of Black and
Minority Ethnic doctoral student experiences
Dr. Esther Priyadharshini, core faculty member of UEA UNESCO Chair, is undertaking a project
entitled 'Time, space, belonging and mental health: Participatory explorations of Black and Minority
Ethnic doctoral student experiences' with Dr. Kavita Ramakrishnan (UEA School of International
Development) and PGR scholar Farhana Ghaffar (School of Education and International
Development). It is funded by SMaRteN (UKRI funder). The project uses creative, participatory
approaches to examine how everyday experiences of space and time during doctoral study impacts
students' sense of belonging at UEA. The advisory board is drawn from colleagues in Psychology,
Student Services and has postgraduate research student representation. It is a 12-month project
that has just started.

Family Literacy, Indigenous Learning and Sustainable Development: updates on
research and impact activities
Over the past two years, the UEA UNESCO Chair team has been working on the UKRI-GRTA funded
project ‘Family literacy, indigenous learning and sustainable development: Proof of concept pilot’. If
you want to know more about the project, you may view this interactive story ‘Exploring Everyday
Learning’ launched on International Literacy Day 2021. The project (originally due to end in
December) has just been successful in securing a no-cost extension to continue until March 31,
2022. This will enable the teams in Ethiopia, Malawi, Nepal and the Philippines to continue their
exciting, planned impact activities and stakeholder engagement. Here are some updates:

‘Family Literacy and Indigenous and Local Learning’: international webinar organised with
UNESCO and UIL, 9 December, 1030-13:30 CET

The Family Literacy team is looking forward to co-hosting an international webinar with UNESCO
Paris and the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (Hamburg). The event is expected to gather
a diverse international audience of high-level policymakers, researchers and
organisations implementing innovative family literacy programmes. This is an exciting opportunity to
disseminate the findings of the project and ‘pilot’ the idea of developing family learning programmes
that build upon indigenous and intergenerational learning. The webinar will be followed by an
‘invitation-only’ event for key stakeholders on 10 December to develop the policy and practice
debates further.

The programme will be opened by Mr. Herve Huot-Marchant, Chief of the Section of Youth, Literacy
and Skills Development UNESCO with presentations by Mr. David Atchoarena, Director of UIL and Dr.
Rachel Hinton, Senior Social Development Adviser at FCDO (Foreign and Commonwealth Office),
who will be speaking on ‘The role of educational research for achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals’. The first session also includes Dr. Rakhat Zholdoshalieva (UIL) and Ms Rokhaya Diawara
(UNESCO) presenting on ‘Global trends in family literacy and intergenerational learning’. Professor
Anna Robinson-Pant and Dr. Sheila Aikman will present on ‘Research perspectives on family
literacy: understanding the role of indigenous learning’ as part of this session. The focus of the
webinar will be on presentations by family literacy policy makers and practitioners invited by
UNESCO to share their approaches in Uganda, Jordan and Gambia, along with research shared by
our UEA UNESCO Chair family literacy team. The penal of practitioners include Mr Godfrey
Sentumbwe, Head of Programmes, Literacy and Adult Basic Education (LABE) in Uganda, Ms Rana
Dajani, Founder and Director of Taghyeer in Jordan and Mr Saikou Dibba, Head at Adult and Non Formal Education Unit, Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education, the Gambia. The Malawi, Nepal,

Ethiopia and Philippines teams of the Family Literacy Project will present on their research findings
in a session on ‘Researching the links between indigenous learning and family literacy’ chaired by Dr.
Chris Millora – see below for the list of topics and speakers. For the closing session, UEA UNESCO
Chair Review Group member Professor Catherine Kell, University of Cape Town, will join Ms Safira
Mahanjane, the Director of the Alphabetization Department of the Ministry of Education and Human
Development, Mozambique, and Ms Cecilia Soriano from the Asian and South Pacific Bureau for
Adult Education. They will be invited to offer their insights and reflections on the webinar
presentations from research, policy and practice perspectives.
•

‘Learning through doing: rural livelihoods and intergenerational learning in
Malawi’, Dr. Ahmmardouh Ussi Mjaya and Dr. Jean Chavula, University of Malawi

•

‘Translanguaging and literacy in sustaining cultural heritages: Religious and ritual practices of
indigenous communities in Nepal’, Professor Sushan Acharya and Dr. Kamal Raj Devkota

•

‘Weaving family learning with agricultural livelihoods: a focus on women farmers and their
families in the Philippines’, Dr. Gina Macalintal Lontoc and Dr. Camilla De Jesus Vizconde,
University of Santo Tomas, Philippines

•

‘Indigenous and/or intergenerational learning and modern technology and science in
Ethiopia – rivals or partners?’ Mr Abiy Menkir Gizaw and Ms Turuwark Zalalam Warkineh,
Bahir Dar University, Ethiopia

Do save the date and register via: www.bit.ly/FamilyIndigenousLearning.

Synthesis and country reports launched!

For International Literacy Day, the country teams published in-depth reports based on their
ethnographic research. The teams are now in the process of printing hard copies of their reports to
be shared with policymakers, practitioners, and other stakeholders at national and district-level
events. You can view the online copy of the reports by clicking the links below:
•

Family Literacy, Indigenous Learning, and Sustainable Development in Ethiopia

•

Exploring literacy and intergenerational learning for sustainable development in Malawi

•

Exploring Literacy and Intergenerational Learning for Sustainable Development in Nepal

•

Exploring the role of local and indigenous knowledge systems in promoting family literacy
and lifelong learning in the Philippines

Earlier this summer, the UNESCO Chair family literacy team published the Synthesis Report bringing
together findings and analyses from the in-depth country-focused research reports and literature
review papers. Hard copies of the Synthesis Reports have now reached Ethiopia, Malawi, Nepal and
the Philippines – receiving good reviews from colleagues in each country! The e-version of the report
may be viewed here.

Family Literacy Team present at UKFIET Conference

A team from the UNESCO Chair (including four of our partner institutions) presented a
symposium/world cafe entitled ‘Reimagining Family Literacy: exploring intergenerational learning in
indigenous and local spaces’ at the 16th The Education and Development Forum (UKFIET)
conference on Education and International Development in September. The event started with 'five
quick' fire presentations from Professor Camilla Vizconde (University of Santo Tomas,
Philippines), Mr. Abiy Menkir Gizaw (Bahir Dar University), Dr. Ahmmardouh Mjaya (University of
Malawi), Dr. Kamal Raj Devkota (Tribuvhan University, Nepal) and Dr. Sheila Aikman (University of
East Anglia). Professor Anna Robinson-Pant and Dr. Chris Millora introduced the theme of the
symposium and Dr. Catherine Jere chaired the World Café session with Dr. Gina Lontoc (University of
Santo Thomas). Dr. Ulrike Hanemann (UNESCO Chair Academic Associate), closed with some
reflections on the policy implications of the discussions. Learn more about what happened, and the
key take-aways in this blog written by Dr. Catherine Jere and Dr. Gina Lontoc.
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Development of UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning module on family literacy and indigenous
learning

Drawing on the findings of the project, UIL is currently developing a module on family literacy and
indigenous learning as part of the UIL and Commonwealth of Learning’s popular and well-attended

FILL (Family and Intergenerational Literacy and Learning) course. During the Global Alliance of
Literacy Annual General Meeting hosted by UIL on 29 September 2021, the head of the
Commonwealth of Learning mentioned this online module in her address about future key
initiatives. Dr. Ulrike Hanemann, critical friend with the UNESCO Chair family literacy project, has
been leading the development of the materials with UIL. The module will be accompanied by
additional materials prepared by the UNESCO Chair team, including podcasts and video excerpts to
introduce key ideas about literacy as a social practice, family literacy and indigenous learning.

Stitching together family learning, rural livelihoods and health literacy in rural Pangasinan,
Philippines

18 - Three generations in mask production - Elizabeth sewing masks, daughter working on mask patterns, and her
granddaughter polishing the trimmings.
© University of Santo Tomas

The COVID-19 pandemic has posed tremendous challenges to health, education, economy, and the
workforce. The Family Literacy Project Team of the University of Santo Tomas, through its Health
Literacy Project under the UEA UNESCO Chair, has witnessed how families in rural communities
stitched together family learning, livelihood and health practices during COVID-19 pandemic.
The project explores how families are engaging with COVID-19 related information. In one of the
rural areas in Calasiao, Pangasinan in the Philippines, we observed how participants addressed
pandemic-related challenges by integrating intergenerational learning and critical health literacies
into their livelihood practices. Although the pandemic has created untold hardships for the vast
majority of people all over the world in terms of lockdowns, quarantine restrictions, and the
persistent need to follow health protocols, the narratives of our participants suggest that the
pandemic has also brought socio-economic opportunities to some people.
The participation of the elderly provided some insights not only in terms of economic benefits of
their livelihoods but also around their mental health and well-being. For
instance, Elizabeth expressed that her participation in community-based livelihoods has not only
given her a current steady source of income but has also provided her with a leisurely activity during
lockdown and has contributed positively to her mental health. The face masks she produced also
encouraged other members of her family to participate in this livelihood activity. Her daughter
currently helps her in trimming the edges of the cloth while her grandchildren help with shaping

mask patterns and attaching strings. She added, ‘This gives us the opportunity to bond spend quality
time together.’ This view was also shared by Billy who emphasised that the activity developed new
sets of skills among her grandchildren who would otherwise spend their time playing with their
friends or attending to their phones.

19 - Arcy, Joel, and their daughter Rizalyn during face mask production.
© University of Santo Tomas

Joel and Arcy, husband and wife who were former OFWs (overseas foreign workers), shared that
face mask production has helped them not only to put food on the table, but it has also served as a
platform to teach their daughter life skills that could help her in the future. Joel mentioned an
additional benefit of this family livelihood. He said, ‘Since Rizalyn helps us with sewing face masks,
there was less opportunities for her to mingle with others which also lessened her exposure to
virus.’ Rosenda, a young mother, on the other hand, highlighted the sense of self-care that her
participation in face mask production afforded her. She narrated, ‘…I was able to contribute to
expenses for our daily needs; I was also not ashamed to buy my own cosmetics, which I never dared
to buy before, because I know it is from my personal earning.’ In a way, she felt empowered having
her own income and contributing to the household budget.

20 - Sr. Madeleine with some women who are involved in face mask production.
© University of Santo Tomas

The experiences of members of this rural community show us how the family has become a learning
institution and an enterprise, united in the common purpose to help stop the infection brought
about by the pandemic. As commented by Sr. Madeleine Tiemtore, O.P., the nun who is in charge of
community development activities of her congregation (Dominican Sisters of Charity of the
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin) in Pangasinan, ‘People’s COVID-related activities, such as the face
mask production, not only provided economic sustenance to our partner communities; most

importantly, they have promoted the idea of intergenerational learning. As parents learn technical
skills, they not only transfer skills to other family members but motivated them become proactive in
addressing the challenges posed by the pandemic.’ Thus, access to COVID-related information
through community-based livelihoods reflects people’s resiliency not only to health shocks but also
to socioeconomic challenges and learning crisis.
Find out more about the stories of our participants such as Elizabeth, Billy, Rosenda, Joel & Arcy
from the UNESCO Chair Health Literacy website which will be available soon and hosted by the
University of Santo Tomas.

Family literacy capacity building workshop in Ethiopia

This workshop, held in Bahir Dar (Ethiopia) on 20 May 2021, aimed at promoting conceptual and
theoretical understandings of family literacy amongst students, early career researchers and
practitioners while also creating awareness on how family literacy and learning initiatives can be
informed by the existing local/indigenous and intergenerational learning in Ethiopia. The
research presented in this workshop was undertaken by a group of MA in Adult Education and
Community Development students at Bahir Dar University (Haile Mariam Tefera, Yonatan Muhabaw,
and Zewditu Birhanu) and presented by Yonatan Muhabaw. Their areas of focus were on
conceptual/theoretical clarifications of Family Literacy and Learning, exploring Ethiopian Education
and Development Policies and strategies in relation to family literacy and learning and a report of a
mini-qualitative research study on the practice of family literacy and learning in the Ethiopian
context. Workshop participants reflected that the workshop helped them to have awareness on the
essence of family literacy and learning, policy frameworks related to family literacy, its practices in
the country and to have courage to engage in researching family literacy and learning practices in
the future.

21 - Family literacy capacity building workshop in BDU. © Bahir Dar University

22 - Azmari music performed by Wagnew Ashenafi at the Health Literacy workshop in Ethiopia. © Bahir Dar University

Health literacy project in Ethiopia

23 - Health Literacy project fieldwork. © Bahir Dar University

As part of the UNESCO Chair project, ‘Health Literacy, Indigenous Practices and Family Learning in
the Time of COVID-19', research was undertaken by Turuwark Zalalam Warkineh, Abiy Menkir Gizaw,
Tizita Lemma Melka, Yeraswork Megerssa Bedada and Ermiyas Tsehay Birhanu from BDU in June
2021. The research was conducted with poorer families (petty traders, craftspeople, housemaids,
farmers, female-headed households) in Bahir Dar City, Awramba Community (on the main road
from Woreta to Debre Tabor towns), and Awi Zone. Focusing on indigenous practices, this research
explored how these families and communities were protecting themselves from COVID-19, and its
impact on them. The study looked at issues of critical health literacy (methods and channels of
health communications) and explored the role of family and community learning practices in these
communities at the time of the pandemic.

24 - Health Literacy fieldwork in Ethiopia. © Bahir Dar University

A one-day validation workshop was held on 19 July 2021 for the team to share the fieldwork
findings. The workshop was unique in that it incorporated live entertaining and
educational Azmari music, by Wagnew Ashenafi. Short video clips from the fieldwork were also
presented in the workshop. In addition, two 'quickfire' presentations were given which focused on

individual case studies from fieldwork conducted by Yimer Gobzie and Minyichl Desalew (MA
Students at BDU). Then, a world café and overall discussions and reflections were part of this event.

REFLECTION

A different view on adult literacy after my masters at UEA
By Kuami Albert Degbevi, MA student on UEA LITERACY, DEVELOPMENT AND ADULT LEARNING
module.
I am Kuami Albert Degbevi from Benin Republic. I am a language teacher and Teacher Adviser in my
country. During the academic year 2020-2021, I was a Chevening Scholar in the UK where I
completed an MA in Education and Development at the School of International Development at the
University of East Anglia. During my course, I enrolled on the module Literacy, Development and
Adult Learning, which included presentations by UEA UNESCO chair partners in Nepal, Egypt, the
Philippines, and Ethiopia. My motivation for taking the literacy module originated from the desire to
understand how adult literacy impacts communities worldwide and what are the challenges relative
to adult learning as compared to education in schools.
It was a really challenging academic year because all modules of my MA courses went essentially
online, contrary to my initial expectations. This online shift challenged my digital capabilities and
forced me to improve my digital skills by self-training and relying on the support of my friends.
Clearly, the Covid-19 pandemic exacerbates educational inequalities between students from the
Global South and the ones from the Global North in terms of education technologies.
I must confess most modules were eye-opening as they provided valuable insights into both
education and development issues in the world and particularly in the Global South. Particularly, my

experience with the Literacy and Adult Learning module offered by the UEA’s School of Education
and Lifelong Learning was perspective changing.
The literacy module deeply challenged and changed my perception of adult literacy programmes in
my country, Benin. Prior to my MA, I agreed with the view that people who cannot read and write in
French (the official language in Benin) are mere illiterate, unable to thrive and to act for
development. These people are generally viewed as sub-citizens in the country. In such a context, I
was one of the strong advocates of functional literacy as the key to enlighten the illiterate
proportion of Benin population - only 42.4% of the population aged from 15 were literate in 2018
(UNESCO, 2021). I believed functional literacy would automatically unlock the potential for
development initiatives of non-literate people. Thus, I completely overlooked the social practice
aspect of literacy. Still, the following questioning persisted in my mind: ‘’Why do people, enrolled in
the adult literacy classes, not systematically invest their acquired literacy skills in economic activities
and community development actions as expected from them?’’ During the literacy module, I
critically engaged with works from Street (1999), Papen (2005) and Barton (2007), which provided
me with more insights on the above questioning.
Although literacy education stands for a means of empowerment, I realise that literacy does not
equate to mere skills that operate as ‘magic bullet’ to automatically bring about economic thriving,
political commitment, and social change (as I believed before my involvement in the module).
Insights from the module helped me to understand the reactions of some women I observed in the
framework of literacy classes delivered in Comé, a small town in Benin, by BUPDOS-NGO. Beyond
the planned outcomes, a large proportion of these women took up their acquired literacy to
navigate the different social contexts they are involved in on a daily basis. They used it to respond to
their personal literacy needs at home, in church, for handling communication tools and for many
other purposes unanticipated by the programme. Looking back to this programme through the lens
of literacy as a social practice, I understand that adult literacy programmes need not be shaped in a
rigid functional perspective. In fact, literacy is meant to serve multiple purposes and each literacy
learner’s social needs and experiences determine his/her potential use of the acquired literacy.
The implication for adult literacy educators, policy makers and practitioners is that they need
sufficient flexibility in measuring what they consider as the impact of their programmes. Thus, they
will not downgrade the success of adult literacy programmes due to limited visible functional impact
in terms of economic activities and commitment in political and development actions.
Literacy is fundamentally a social activity and measuring the true impact of an adult literacy
programme necessitates an ethnography of the participants in their ordinary daily life.
Kuami Albert Degbevi
MA Education and Development
Language teacher and teacher adviser in Benin Secondary schools
Email: kuamialbert@gmail.com

25 - Kuami in front of the library on campus.
© Kuami Albert Degbevi
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New journal articles and blogs by UEA UNESCO Chair members

Reflections on a UEA UNESCO Chair participatory research project
An article has just been published by Catherine Jere, Esther Priyadharshini, Anna Robinson-Pant,
Chris Millora and Burcu Evren, based on their reflections about working on a UNESCO Chair
collaborative research project with NGO colleagues in Norwich:
Jere, C. M., Priyadharshini, E., Robinson-Pant, A., Millora, C. and Evren, B. (2021) Cooperation,
collaboration and compromise: learning through difference and diversity, Educational Action
Research, pp. 1–16. doi: 10.1080/09650792.2021.1970604.

New articles and blogs by UNESCO Chair members:
Chadwick, A., Fadel, B. and Millora, C. (2021) Ethnographies of Volunteering: Providing Nuance to
the Links Between Volunteering and Development, VOLUNTAS: International Journal of Voluntary
and Nonprofit Organizations. doi: 10.1007/s11266-021-00389-9.
Hakiem, R. A. D. (2021) Advancement and subordination of women academics in Saudi Arabia’s
higher education, Higher Education Research & Development, pp. 1–14. doi:
10.1080/07294360.2021.1933394.
Jere, C. M. and G. Lontoc (2021) Family literacy and indigenous learning “reimagined” within
international development policy and practice, The Education and Development Forum
(UKFIET). Available at: https://www.ukfiet.org/2021/family-literacy-and-indigenous-learningreimagined-within-international-development-policy-and-practice/ (Accessed: 22 November 2021).
Millora, C. (2021) Unlocking the transformative potential of education: the alliance between Lifelong
Learning and SDG Target 4.7. Bridge 47. Available at: https://bridge47.org/sites/default/files/202107/2_lifelong_learning.pdf (Accessed: 22 November 2021).

Wang, Q. (2021) Transformational junctures during my fieldwork. Available
at: https://sentiojournal.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/211004-Sentio-Journal-Issue-3Wang.pdf (Accessed: 22 November 2021).
Zaw, H.T., Mizunoya, S., Richardson, D., Karamperidou, D., Hattori, H. and Oledzka-Nielsen, M.
(2021) Teacher Training and Textbook Distribution Improve Early Grade Reading: Evidence from
Papua and West Papua. Comparative Education Review, 65(4).

Decolonising Literacy: Blog series by UEA UNESCO Chair members
The Decolonising Literacy blog series, following up on the Brian Street Memorial Event last year has
been published by BALID (British Association for Literacy in Development), co-authored by some
UNESCO Chair colleagues. The blog also includes video excerpts from the presentations and
discussions: https://balid.org.uk/blog/. The follow-up blog consists of an overview by Chris Millora
(UEA UNESCO Chair scholar) and Katy Newell Jones (BALID) and the following interviews with
presenters at the webinar:
Dr. Mostafa Hasrati, Seneca College, Canada, interviews Mohammad Yasin Samim, formerly Director
National Mobilization and Assessment, TAGHIR/IARCSC, Ministry of Education, Afghanistan on
‘Literacy as social practice: a view from policy and practice’
Theresa Frey (UEA PhD student) interviews Malini Ghose from the NGO Nirantar in India on ‘Texts in
context: speaking ‘literacy’ to power’.
Abass Isiaka (UEA PhD student) interviews Hélène Boëthius from the Swedish NGO ALEF (Adult
Learning and Empowerment Facilitators) on ‘Who owns the text? Meaning, literacy and power in
development’.
Professor Anna Robinson-Pant (UNESCO Chair holder) interviews Professor Maria
Lucia Castanheira from the Federal University of Minas Gerais, Brazil about her presentation at
the seminar on Brian Street’s early work, The Savage in Literature.

REVIEW GROUP

CONTACT US

We hope you enjoyed reading about the UNESCO Chair news and events! For any further
information, you can contact us at unesco.chair@uea.ac.uk
This newsletter was produced by Qingru Wang (co-ordinator), Yeonhee Sun, Abigail Martinez
Renteria, Giana Bakanou, Rafif Hakiem, Hélène Binesse, Chris Millora and Anna Robinson-Pant from
the UEA UNESCO Chair team. We would like to thank all our colleagues in the UNESCO Chair partner
universities and at UEA who wrote pieces for this issue, including Abass Isiaka, Abiy Menkir Gizaw,
Ahmmardouh Mjaya, Esther Priyadharshini, Gibson Zucca Da Silva, Gina Lontoc, Kuami Albert
Degbevi, Nahla Gamal Mohamed, Suresh Gautam, Symon Chiziwa, and Turuwark Zalalam Warkineh.
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