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PREAMBLE
WHEREAS, it has become necessary to ensure
continuous monitoring during the opening of new
academic programs and curriculum implementation
at Higher Education Institutions to confirm that
programs remain relevant in terms of the socio-
economic needs and validate changing demands of

the society;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to assure

quality of education and relevance and alignment
of the programs and designing of curricula with

the national standards;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to lay
down appropriate legal framework to open new
differences, avoid

programs,  diminish

redundancy/duplication ~ of programs and
curricula as well as to review the programs and
curricula in similar procedures to respond timely
for the needs of socio-economic development of
the country;

WHEREAS, requiring that academic programs
and curriculum development approaches are
intended to equip students with the required
knowledge, skills and attitudes; Or to equip the

students with required competence;

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the authority
vested in the Ministry of Education, and in
accordance with proclamation 1263/2014 Article
34 (2) of the definition of powers and duties of
the

and Education

of Higher

Ministry,
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Proclamation No 1152/2019 with article 86 sub

article 5, it is hereby declared as follows:

PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Short title

This directive may be cited as the “Directive for
Higher Education Academic Programs and
Curriculum Design, Review and Approval No

917/2022”

2. Scope of Application

This directive shall apply to the formulation,
revision and approval of academic programs and
curricula in government Higher Education
Institutions accountable to the ministry as well as

private Higher Education Institutions.

3. Definitions

Unless the context requires, in this directive
words and expressions shall have the meaning
given to each word and phrase in Higher
Education proclamation No1152/2019. In

addition, in this directive:

1/ “Academic Program” shall mean a
combination of modules and/or courses,
related activities, as well as approved

curriculum organized for the achievement of
specific learning outcomes, and that its
completion leads to the award of specified
degree/certificate.

2/ “College/Institute/School” shall mean an
academic unit of a Higher Education
Institutions that coordinates and oversees

the academic, research, and community
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service activities of departments within it,
which share similar resources.
shall main

3/ “Curriculum”’ mean a

document of academic programs that
encompasses all aspects of teaching-learning
and assessment delivered by programs
towards the attainment of learning outcomes
and the acquisition of graduate attributes.

4/ “Education and Training Authority” shall
mean an autonomous federal government
body that established by proclamation
1263/2014 article 60(1).

5/ “Modes of Delivery” shall mean a program
delivered in regular, continuing, distance
learning, virtual or mixed methods.

6/ “Senate’” shall mean the body of Higher
Education Institutions, which regulates and
directs the academic and related works of
the Higher Education Institutions as
indicated in the Proclamation.

7/ Gender Reference: In this Directive, all
expressions using the masculine gender

applies to the feminine.

4. Objectives

The objectives of this directive are:

1/ To align Higher Education academic
programs and curricula with international
regional, national and local priority
development agendas;

Education
and

2/ To ensure that

Institutions

Higher
programs

academic
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PTIVNLAN7 ADTTLELLST AL curricula satisfy the social and economic

AO- TG G477 TIChET A“TLI1PE development of the society;

3/ ehe+s  F9uCt AR PAMS TR 3/ To ensure that Higher Education
TP G FIPUC T Institutions academic programs and
A0NTIP4- PG AP NFTRCRTT curricula meet the global and national
AT OT AT1ITE Stadands;

4/ ehhsoLn TC1PTS »CoYT 4/ To review academic programs and
TIPVCET PTNLANT  AhTTLePS curricula periodically to respond to the
TNYNEP  GAYET AT N70aTF A200 socio-economic demands of the society;

@P 17 mNPo- ATLNAN AT

5. PANL-C aoCP LT 5. Guiding Principles
1/ Oh&+% T9°VCT APE #PC 1152/2011 Without prejudice to principles provided in
WibR 18 (2) AT 20 (7) €4I0R@- Proclamation 1152/2019 article 18 (2) and 20
AR UF PnGrE  TPWCT (7)) figher Education Institutions shall have the
PANSTLN TEETTT #CoT TIVCTY ; - ; - I
following principles in designing, reviewing and

PaPLRT  PovhANG  PTIRRE  LLT ‘ ; ; ;
AMntat ocreF ot Aaaep 2PPrOVINg the Higher Education academic

0Ll programs and curriculums:
v. UL a. Relevance
A Tt b. Quality
ch. RAD 47T c. Participatory
a 79t d. Autonomy
w. tmeEyrt e. Accountability
& TosS%ert f. Competitiveness
0. o-m37r g. Efficiency
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PART TWO

ACADEMIC PROGRAM DESIGN, REVIEW

AND APPROVAL

6. Academic Program Design

1/

2/

Any Higher Education Institution can initiate
the opening of new academic programs that
can be originated from the interest of internal
or external bodies.

The program that is initiated in sub article (1)
of this article shall be presented to the

institution’s Senate.

3/ An academic program offered by any Higher

4/

5/

6/

Education Institution shall be combined with
other programs unless it is exclusive and

unique to the institution.

Two or more academic programs shall be
merged if two-thirds of the course content is
the same.

In order to maintain the sustainability of any
new program opened by any institution of
higher education, it must provide information
showing that 75 percent of the human
resources required for the level have been met.

The initiated program shall be in line with
university  differentiation framework, the
national development priority and education

policy.

7/ A need assessment shall be carried out by

involving researchers from outside the
institution to ensure that there is need in the
various sectors, potential students and the
community for the new academic program
to be opened by the Institution of Higher

Education.




8/ P&AT  8SAa PGl AIC  APE 8/ The needs assessment study shall be
AT A0S alihﬁ‘a)'} ?ml'mf"' conducted at national level and should
arr a4 PUTA ATICPTT

- . . include otential students, employers,
POEPHT  RIKNTCPTT  pavep ¢ P

YNE-TT Pm-ofr 19° 299D AG AN T industries,  professional  associations,
PILavpA NI Fo- QALCAPT  (NavlE external reviewers and other relevant
A1 0PS 1 LI P4 RATLU9° stakeholders to get feedback, and

A=~m- ne a ¢ 7 = 5 5 .
?”Zh&.. galion :‘."I.h TCI6P PCR international ~experiences regarding the
UL TS LH T 909°h P&

TPNEPFT i oorT LSCNT A design, relevance and contents of the new

program to be launched.

o/ M T @9 PheAF TIVCT TR 9/ When the existing academic program of
¢ PhhS?lh  TE49° QAT

09NCE AL (Favded (d PGIT any institution of higher education is

P70 ATANTD A1LP  PA“TT changed, it will be confirmed and
AETRPT WG 90T A& T TPNCPTT recorded by the Ministry through
TPz LD N0 S Larl 10

extensive  evidence-based  research,
inclusion of  prioritized national

development agendas and international

experiences.
7. PROATLR TCILPT haa 7. Academic Program Review

1/ 59 ehe1E  A9vCt L 1/ The academic programs offered by any
PULAMN T PANSTLR  TCEVETT institution of higher education shall be
PTIUCT  7ANT a0l R&CH periodically reviewed based on the
ATL  PTCEULTE LN ACH % educational policy within a period of
hhd-T Aah ACAT oo aa eLIb four to six years depending on the
120 @0F @bl m0f  oohan duration of the programs.
LYCNI

2/ T7E w9 POETE  TVCT R 2/ Any Higher Education Institution
PhNS TN T(°L-9° naa Né- program review shall give attention and
A.°NG o7 PP LLmy PNGT% reference to the harmonized legislation,
FPUCT ABNATTT PTFAOD AP differentiation framework and strategy,
Q907 R1GP PhGAE 19oUCT NPT ?thiopiank educatic:inal‘ qualification

— » o . ramework, academic program

;’7;: "2"' . ?'{"‘h'(: nul 1:(’ )é-‘l"‘:'l" accreditation strategy, national
WAL : Nt ebRT WeR PAT development agenda and international
AZT9PT AT 909 APE TPhCT experience.
avy’y YL KAt

3/ TrF 09 PeTE  TICUCT  AR9° 3/ Any Higher Education Institution shall
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invite at least three relevant and well
experienced senior external reviewers
based on the institution’s guideline with
free competition by the Senate Standing
Committee for Academic Standards and
Program  Review from  different
universities or research institutes, or
industries. The external reviewer is
required to be independent of the
proposed program in terms of teaching
or research affiliation to the department.
4/ The external reviewers shall get the
draft academic program proposal and
need assessment report documents
not later than one month before
conducting the national workshop.

5/ Prior to the approval  of the
reviewed academic program, higher
education intuitions shall organize
institutional and national level
validation workshop and incorporate
the constructive comments and
feedback. from stakeholders and
reviewers from the workshop.

6/ Reviewed academic programs in any
Higher Education Institution shall be
re-registered at the Ministry and
apply for accreditation and licensing
to accrediting body.

8. Academic Program Approval

1/ The University Senate shall have the
power to approve or reject the proposed
new program. The Senate shall focus on
strategic
programs. The criteria for approval
include relevance of the new program to
the institution’s mission and strategic
plan as well as national priorities,

issues in reviewing the

uniqueness of the proposed program vis-

a-vis  existing programs, resource
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implications to run the program, and
market niche. '

2/ The official decision of the Senate shall
be communicated in official letter to
colleges within one month through the
Academic Vice President with a copy
to the institution’s registrar and other
concerned offices.  Admission of
students to this new program shall take
place only after the endorsement of the
Ministry.

3/The needs assessment findings, minutes
and reports of the workshop for the
opening of new program shall be
examined thoroughly for approval at
all levels.

4/ Board of the university shall check, if
the new program is consistent with the
country’s strategic plan and with the
mission, strategic priorities and
legislation of the Higher Education
Institutions.

5/ The Board shall ensure that there are
sufficient resources (physical, human
and financial) to run and sustain the
academic program and the academic
standards of the program are
appropriate to the proposed level and
title of credential awarded.

6/ The university shall ensure that the
educational ~ program's = minimum
standards of quality measurement,
required resources and management
organization are met in view of the
national  educational  qualification
framework and the accreditation
strategy of academic programs.

7/ The board shall ensure that there is no
duplication between the new and
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existing  programs  within  the
institutions, there is market demand
for the new academic program, and its
learning  outcomes  address  the
requirements of students, industry,
employers and professions.

8/ The Board shall monitor and ensure the
registration and accreditation of the
academic programs.

9/ Any Higher Education Institution shall
not endorse new academic program
without written permission from the
Ministry.

PART THREE

CURRICULUM DESIGN, REVIEW AND
APPROVAL

9. Curriculum Design

1/ Any academic program must have a
curriculum that is consistent and relevant to the
academic program. The Higher Education
Institution has to ensure that all the elements or
components of the curriculum are incorporated
as per the standard.

2/ The Higher Education Institutions shall
ensure that the curriculum development
align with differentiation framework,
Ethiopian Qualification Framework and

Program Accreditation Strategy.

3/ The Higher Education Institutions shall
ensure the semester minimum and
maximum course load and the

distribution of the courses across the

duration of the program and the total

minimum credit hours and its equivalent
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10.

ECTS required to complete the

program.

4/ Any institution of higher education shall

make sure that a curriculum that includes at
136 Credit Hours/224 ECTS/ to
complete the undergraduate academic
program in 4 years, at least 170 Credit
Hours/280/ ECTS to complete in 5 years,
and at least 204 Credit Hours/336/ ECTS to
complete in 6 years.

least

5/ Higher Education Institutions shall conduct

in-house and national validation workshop
on the relevance of the courses and its
contents for the curriculum by engaging
key stakeholders.

6/ Adding new courses or removing existing

courses and its contents shall be
rationalized and discussed with other
universities running similar academic

programs to reach at common agreement.

7/ Unless the program is unique to a particular

institution, all curricula shall be developed
together with those institutions running
similar program.

Curriculum Review
1/ Higher Education Institutions shall conduct

2/

need assessment and situation analysis

combined with evidence-based

observations to assess the actual status of

implementation of the curriculum.

Higher Education Institutions shall
require senior and experienced staff
related the program, and an
educational specialist is to be internal
reviewers. The profession of the senior

to
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3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

staff must be related to the curriculum
area.

Higher Education Institution shall
ensure that the internal reviewers must
hold PhD with the rank of Assistant
Professor to review the first-degree
curricula, PhD with rank of Associate
Professor to ‘review second degree
curricula and PhD with rank of
third degree

Professor to review

curricula.

The institution appoints three external
evaluators from peer higher education
institutions or research institutions or
independent experts from the industry
to give their professional opinion for
the academic program to be revised.

The Higher Education Institutions shall
send the draft curriculum and the need
assessment report documents to
reviewers no later than one month prior
to conducting the national workshop.

Curriculum review shall be conducted
in  accordance  with  Ethiopian
universities differentiation framework,
Ethiopian Qualification Framework
and Program Accreditation Strategy.

The Higher Education Institutions shall
issue guideline on how to conduct need
assessment, recruitment/nomination of
internal and external reviewers and
conducting of in-house and national
validation workshop, based on the
minimum requirements indicated in
this directive.

11. Curriculum Approval
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ensure that the curriculum prepared for
the academic program opened by any
higher education institution is appropriate
in terms of global, regional, national and
local needs.

2/ The Higher Education Institutions shall
ensure that syllabi prepared, teaching-
learning process, the assessment methods
and the course contents coverage are as
stated in the curriculum. Any deviation
from what is stated in the curricula is not
accepted and such programs are not
approved.

3/ The Higher Education Institutions shall
ensure that the necessary resources and
facilities required for practical courses
and lab works are in place.

4/ Higher Education Institutions shall ensure
that the program is related to the focus
area and mission of the particular
institution as per the differentiation made.

5/ The Higher Education Institutions shall
ensure that evaluation forums are
conducted properly by including the
results of the need assessment on the
curriculum being prepared.

6/ All the necessary documents including
the needs assessment, all minutes and
validation workshop reports are to be
presented to the concerned bodies for
approva.

7/ The degree nomenclature by the Higher
Education Institutions shall be written
both in English and Amharic. It shall also
be written in a standard manner.

a. For first degree:
“Bachelor of Science/Arts/ Degree in ---°
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12
1/

2/

3/

b. For second degree:
“Master of Science/Arts/Degree in--*

c. For third degree:
“Doctor of Philosophy in ...’

PART FOUR

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF
STAKEHOLDERS

. Ministry of Education
Shall establish the order of requirements and
standards that academic programs must
meet according to the country's priority
development sectors, community needs and
international experiences.

Shall give permission and register program
preparations and delivery of curricula of
Higher Education Institutions that are in
accordance with set standards, confirm the
finding of the need assessment as it was
conducted as per the requirement of the
entire academic program.

Shall monitor the implementation of
government policy in a way that avoids
duplication of unnecessary academic
programs and sets the direction for the
opening of new fields of education.
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5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

strengthen the system of improving and

maintaining internal quality in higher

education institutions.

Shall ensure curriculum development
process is conducted in accordance with
differentiation framework, Ethiopian

Qualification Framework and Program
Accreditation strategy with due emphasis
given to new findings.

Shall check the inclusion of all the common
courses and follow up its implementation.

Works on capacity building activities in

relation to and curriculum

development.

program

Shall register all academic programs at
national level.

Shall organize national data base of all the
registered and approved programs.

10/ Shall conduct study on programs and

curricula and carries out the necessary
improvement works; perform monitoring,
support and supervision.

13. Education and Training Authority

1/ Shall provide academic program
accreditation and license based on
criterion and the finding of the academic
program assessment;

2/ the National
it shall issue

accredited programs,

When approved by
Accreditation Board,
certificates  to

distributes them to those concerned, and
publishes and makes
results

the
re-

accessible

of accreditation and
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accreditation;.

14. Board

1/ Board shall check, if the new program
is consistent with international,
regional, and national standards and
the country’s strategic priorities and
differentiation ~ of  the  Higher
Education Institutions.

2/ Before the impolementation of the
program, the board shall approve and
endorse the newly developed
academic program confirming the
fullmfilement of preconditions.

15. Higher Education Institutions

1/ Shall ensure that academic programs
and curricula are based on international
standards, regional, national and local
needs.

2/ Shall request for  permission,
registration and approval of programs
with all the necessary minutes and need

assessment study documents;
3/ Shall confirm all the required facilities
are in place to open programs.

4/ Shall ensure that periodic review of
programs and curricula is undertaken;

5/ Shall implementat the programs and
accordance with set

curricula in

standards.
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PART FIVE
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

16. Periodic Academic Programs and
Curriculum Review

1/ Any Higher Education Institutions shall
review its academic programs and
curriculum on completion of one batch
and adjust the academic program and
curriculum with country development
priority and international trends;

2/ The Higher Education Institution shall
submit reports of academic programs and
curriculum review to the ministry;

3/ The revised academic program shall be
re-registered by the Ministry;

4/ The revised academic program shall be
re-accredited and licensed at Education
and Training Authority.

17. Termination of Academic Program
1/In any Higher Education Institutions
terminating existing academic program
shall be communicated to the ministry and
the public as well.
2/ The proposal for terminating academic
program shall include:
a) Rationalize for terminating the academic
program;
b) Describe the impact of terminating the
academic program on students and
academic staff and identify how any

negative effects will be mitigated;

c) Acknowledgement of other bodies
whose programs affected by termination
of the academic program have been
notified;

d) Redeployment plan, describing how
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existing resources will be reallocated
and how academic staff reassigned.

Transitory Provisions

On the approval of this directive Higher
Education Institutions shall focus on their
area to excel. Any
academic program that is not in line with
the differentiation will not be accepted.

differentiation

Internal Rules and Regulations

Higher Institutions  shall
develop their own
guidelines/directives/standards so as to
help the implementation of this directive.

Education

Inapplicable Laws

No directive or customary practice may,
in so far as it is inconsistent with the
provisions of this directive, be applicable
with respect to matters covered under this
directive.

Amendment
This directive may be amended only by
the Ministry of Education, as needed.

Effective Date

This directive shall be effective from
August 8, 2022 G.C

Professor Birhanu Nega

Minister, Ministry of Educati b
ster, Ministry of Educa 91.0@‘0“



